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Hampton Arts Names Artistic Director 

Hampton, VA -- (July 10, 2013) – Jeffrey T. Stern, Loudoun County Franklin Park Performing & Visual 

Arts Center Manager, has been named Artistic Director for Hampton Coliseum/Hampton Arts Commission 

Department, effective August 12. 

 

Stern has more than 34 years of experience in the arts, having worked in theatre, television, feature film, 

fine art and radio, in locations ranging from Los Angeles and San Francisco to Washington, DC. He holds 

a bachelor of fine arts degree in theatrical production from Virginia Commonwealth University School of 

the Arts and has received numerous awards for his work on and off the stage.  

 

Joe Tsao, Hampton Coliseum/Hampton Arts Commission Director noted, “Jeff has a tremendous 

background in arts management and a great love for arts. I believe his combination of experience, 

education and passion will serve the department and the community extremely well.” In his current 

position as Franklin Park Performing & Visual Arts Center Manager, Stern is responsible for all 

programming, publicity, bookings, financial and human resource management for the 260-seat, timber 

framed Arts Center complex.  

 

Stern has served as President of the Loudoun Arts Council, as well as, a board member of the Round Hill 

Arts Center and the Loudoun Convention and Visitor Association. Jeff has also served as an area grant 

review panelist for the Virginia Commission for the Arts. He is a native of Virginia and currently resides in 

Strasburg, VA. 

 

“I am excited about this great opportunity to continue the work of Hampton Arts, said Stern. “Both The 

American Theatre and The Charles H Taylor Arts Center are tremendous community assets. I look 

forward to being a part of and contributing to their future.”     

 

Stern replaces former Artistic Director, Michael Curry, who moved to Chicago earlier this year after 

twenty-five years of leading the Hampton Arts Commission. The city recruited nationally for candidates. 

Representatives from both the Hampton Arts Foundation and Hampton Arts Commission were included 

on the interview panel.  
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